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Putting Jesus Christ at the Heart of the Community

“You’re going to need lots of elbow room for your growing family”
Isaiah 54:3



A very warm welcome to those who are visiting us
Welcome! for the very first time - we hope you feel at home
with us. We have a Children’s Slot for the first
part of the service and then the children go off to one of the four Children’s
Clubs that we operate:

Créche for 0-3 year olds Trailblazers for 7-11 year olds
Sparklers for 3-7 year olds Oasis for 11 years plus

All of these take place at the back of church—just ask any teacher at the back
if you are not sure where to go. If you don’t have to then please don’t rush
away once the service is over as refreshments will be available.

If you require the hearing aid loop, please switch your hearing aid to the ‘T’
position.

Food Collection

We are now collecting food for both our Food Bank (where we supply food to
Whitemoor Academy for them to distribute) and for Framework. The box by
the hatch is for the Food Bank and the box by the organ is for Framework.

Library

Don’t forget to make use of our new Library! We have a large stock of books
for both Adults and Children. Please see the bookshelf near the back of
Church. When you borrow an item please sign in the book to say that you
have had the book. Unlike a public library we don’t have due dates and we
don’t have fines!

Curious about Christianity?

If coming to one of our services has made you want to find out more then
please take a Why Jesus? booklet from the back of Church. If you would still
like to know more then please let one of the leaders know and they will be
pleased to help.




Putting Jesus Christ at the
Heart Of the Community

When Enid and | came last April, one of the first things that we did was
to run the ‘Springboard’ health check and we were very encouraged by
the state of the church, the desire to reach out into the community, and
the willingness of the fellowship to look at our suggestions and recom-
mendations for ways that we could move forward.

The leaders have just met with our regional minister, Mike Fegredo, to
review the church’s situation at the moment, so that hopefully the East
Midlands Baptist Association may be able to agree to our request for a
Home Mission grant in 2015 to help pay for a permanent long term
minister. Mike wanted to look at progress we had made in response to
the ‘Springboard’ report and it was very encouraging to see that nearly
all the suggestions and recommendations are taking place or about to
take place. Mike was very enthusiastic about the way that the church is
progressing in seeking to achieve its vision.

| believe that the new community cafe initiative ‘Coffee Pot’ will prove to
be a significant part of our future ministry and provide a new way of
reaching out to meet the needs of those in our community. | am grateful
to Graham and Pam for catching the vision and enthusiastically putting
everything in place for the new ministry.

In view of our Annual General Meeting occurring in March, | went back
to look at a vision paper that Dr Travis Burleson from FBC Salado asked
me to prepare in November 2013 alongside our list of items that we
need, but cannot currently afford. In order for us to refocus our minds as
we look forward, | am including my thoughts from that vision paper
overleaf.



We are aware that our key roles as a fellowship are to worship God and
the Lord Jesus Christ, and to reach out with the Good News of Jesus to all
those in the community of Whitemoor and Basford (our patch), and
through our prayers, service and mission giving to reach out to the whole
world.

| recognised the following factors which will affect how we implement

our vision of putting Jesus Christ at the centre of our community:

1 There are no community facilities on our patch, and we need to be
vigilant in looking for possible venues that might be suitable as a
community centre.

1 Many of those we come into contact with have incomplete fami-
lies, with the father of some or all of the children not being present
or being someone other than the male in residence now.

1 Due to the near demise of the church in 1989, many of our key per-
sonnel live outside the area, having previously been members at
Queensberry Baptist Church. In contrast, most of those starting to
come to the church are from within our patch.

1 The housing on the patch is diverse, with the majority being semi-
detached houses built around the 1930s, some owned but many
rented from a housing association or private landlord.

1 There is a lack of financial resources in many of the households in
the community, illustrated by the fact that a high percentage of
the children in the primary school have free meals available to
them daily.

1 There is a noticeable dearth of people walking around during the
day, suggesting that the lack of financial resources prevents them
going out, giving rise to loneliness, depression and addictive behav-
iour.

1 Jobs are at a premium and therefore many are living on govern-
ment benefits.

1 Many residents do not have their own transport.

1 Although we have a reasonable number of core members who are
in the 20-55 age group, the majority of the core of the church con-
sists of retired people, who are very active in the church and very
generous in their giving, but are now beginning to reach the stage
where they are physically unable to serve in the ways that they
previously did.



1 In general, the church has a very good reputation amongst local
parents. In addition to the success of Holiday Club and Messy
Church, our weekly Tots group (up to 3 years) and Bright! Club (5-
11 years) continue to attract good numbers. Some of the parents
of these children have been drawn into the church and come to
faith, and are now members.

1 Many of those living in our community do not have access to IT fa-
cilities and may also have poor literacy and numeracy skills.

1 The lifestyle of many people in the community may be very differ-
ent from the lifestyle of the majority of the members of the
church.

1 Due to our lack of space, we have had to restrict the numbers
attending Messy Church and Holiday Club, and are now facing
space problems with our 7-11 age group Sunday morning class.
Specifically we know that we are turning families away from Messy
Church and children away from Holiday Club, due to our lack of
space.

Our prime aim is to build relationships with those who live locally, ulti-
mately drawing them into the fringe of the church, and from there to a
personal commitment in Jesus Christ, baptism and membership, and
eventually to be core members of the church.

We recognise that our missional activities need to be focused and that
social as well as spiritual activities are necessary in order to befriend and
earn the eventual right to share the Gospel. We also recognise that for
many of our fringe families, Messy Church will be church for them and
they may never become part of our Sunday congregation. Great wisdom
and discernment will be needed to disciple those who become part of
the church in this way.

The prayer life of the church is excellent and attendance at prayer
meetings and small groups is very good, although we are not compla-
cent. These two aspects of the churches ministry are key to finding God’s
plan for our greater involvement in the community, and must therefore
not be sacrificed. Contnued

on



There is an overwhelming desire amongst our committed members for
us to reach out and meet the social, physical, educational and spiritual
needs within our community. We are concerned that, with our lack of
space and committed people, we do not overcommit ourselves with our
programme but rather do a few things really well. This will call for fur-
ther examination of our programme and may require stopping certain
activities which are still worthwhile but need to be stopped so that the
resources can be used in other more pressing areas.

As a priority, we are praying for and seeking a long term pastor for the
church to lead the work forward.

As a church with 35 members we are aware that humanly speaking, with
our lack of resources, we cannot achieve our aim of impacting our com-
munity with acts of kindness and the good news of the Gospel. However,
we know that we can rely on the following Scriptures :-

1 “Jesus looked at them and said ‘With man this is impossible, but
not with God; all things are possible with God’” Mark 10:27
1 God says “l own the cattle on a thousand hills” Psalm 50:10

1 “God gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the
weak... those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not be weary, they
will walk and not be faint” Isaiah 40:29 and 31

1 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own
understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will direct your
paths” Provers 3:5,6 (NLT)

| hope and trust that these thoughts, some recent and some back in No-
vember, will encourage and enthuse you as we move forward, thanking
God for what has already been accomplished and believing that God
wants to accomplish greater things in the future, through the Holy Spirit
working in us at Basford Road.

Blessings, Rev. John Singleton



What’s On

Unl ess noted, all actvites take |

Monday
9.00am Daytime Home Group
Please see Nicola Darlington for more details of
our term time weekly daytime Home Group.
11.00am Coffee Pot

Wednesday
11.00am Coffee Pot
7.30pm  Prayer Meeting

Thursday
9.00am TOTS
Please see Sally Key or Nicola Darlington for more
details of our term time group for preschool children
and their carers.

Sunday
10.30am Morning Worship
Monday
9.00am Daytime Home Group
Wednesday
2.30pm/ Home Groups
7.30pm
Thursday
9.00am TOTS
Friday
9.30am  Craft Club
4.00pm  Messy Church
7.30pm  GEM




Messy Church

The next Messy Church is Messy Easter on Friday 4th April at 4pm. A
good number attended the meeting on the 24th February which
reviewed the last event and planned the Easter event. Please offer your
help if you are able, as we need as many hands as possible on the
evening to help out wherever required! Letters of invitation will be
ready for Bright! And Tots on the 20th March. It is important that the
letters are treated as a personal invitation to that family only in order to
control the numbers attending, and that parents and children stay
together during the evening. The letters went out on Thursday—please
pray for a good response and for the preparation currently under way.

Coffee Pot

Coffee Pot is now running on Mondays and Wednesday from 11am to
1pm. Please make sure you spread the word about this new ministry. At
the Monday session there is also an opportunity for people to be helped
with CVs and Job Applications.

Clocks

The clocks go forward on Saturday so we will watch out for those who
are late on Sunday!

School Visits

John will be taking Assemblies at the Bluecoat Academy on Wednesday
26th March for Year 9; Tuesday 1st April for Years 7/8—all at 8.30am. At
Whitemoor Academy, John will be taking his monthly assembly on
Wednesday 2nd April at 9.05am with an Easter theme, but has also been
asked to explain communion and baptism to two Year 5 classes when
they visit the church on Wednesday 26th March at 1.45pm and on
Tuesday 1st April, again at 1.45pm. Please pray for John’s clarity and for
a deepening of his relationship with the children, helping them to find
Jesus as their friend.




Easter

The Easter invites will be going out to our neighbourhood soon and an
invite to Coffee Pot will also be included. Please pray that they will be

well received and that people will come along to the services and to the
Coffee Pot.

Bring Me Sunshine

A light hearted look at family life with Rob Parsons and John Archer is
coming to Nottingham on Wednesday 14th May at the Britannia Hotel at
7.30pm. Rob is an excellent Christian communicator and John is a
Christian who is one of the top comedy magicians in the country. This
would be a good event to invite non Christians to. Tickets are £5 each
for 1-3 tickets and £4 for 4 or more. This would normally be when our
house groups meet and they may decided they will all go together.

If you are interested in going, please see John so that we can get the best
price for tickets. More details are on the noticeboard.

Food Bank

This is in use by members of the congregation who have a food shortage
and by people on the fringe of the church. We currently need—tinned
meat pies (Fray Bentos type), milk, jam and biscuits. If you can provide
any of these, please put them in the container on the table next to the
hatch. Itis quite likely that there will be more demand on our food back
once the community café starts to operate and our contacts widen.

FBC Salado

Thank you to those who gave money to help with the costs of the Salado
Mission Team getting to and from Heathrow. If you still want to give,
please give your gift to John so that he can pass it on to the team.




Fort Rocky

Phillip and Nicola are planning to take the Oasis group for a residential
weekend at Fort Rocky again in June this year. We are also planning to
invite a number of young people who are currently in Trailblazers and
who will be moving to Oasis in September to join us.

Thank you to all those who have contributed towards the cost of taking
the young people to Fort Rocky. We have sent out the letters to the
Parents so please pray for a good response.

FBC Update @FIRSTBapijs
March / April 2014 _uff

Here is the latest update from Chance Goodin—he’s still not happy
about the weather!
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Please remember to pray for the following people:
Reg and Audrey Rowe

June and Colin Rea

Lilian Ball (Tracy Ball’s Mum)

Derek Robinson (Nicola’s Dad)

John and Sue Hannon

Judy Perkins

Geoff Onions

Adrian Berkeley-White (Annie’s Dad)
Jill Vamplew (Annie’s Mum)

Janet Williams (Cath’s Mum)

All the children and young people connected with the Church
and in the Community
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Please also pray for all the activities that are taking place this week and
for those being planned. Especially pray for John as he takes the various
school assemblies.

Please also pray for Phillip Darlington as he assumes the role of a
Church Leader and for Ro and Nicola as they have been re-elected as
leaders. Please also pray for Nev as he assumes the role of treasurer.

Street For Prayer PR
In March we are praying for the 1 o
people who live on Mount
Pleasant.

There is a Prayer Team available to pray with people after the

service, please ask.




Worship and Prayer o o. o
Morning service every Sunday at 10.30am Act" V't"es
Evening service monthly at 6.30pm
Prayer Meetings on alternate Wednesdays at 7.30pm
God Empowering Men on alternate Fridays at 7.30pm

Home Groups
Daytime Home Groups on Mondays at 9am during Term Time
Wednesday Home Groups on alternate Wednesdays at 2.30pm / 7.30pm

For the Children
TOTS every Thursday at 9am during Term Time
Bright! on the first Thursday of the month at 6pm (check announcements)

Crafts
Craft Club on the first and third Fridays of the month at 9.30am

Community Café
Every Monday and Wednesday at 11.00am, closing at 1pm.

Contacts

Pastor
Rev. John Singleton 875 3847 /07947 760559
j.singleton@ntlworld.com

Does not work Tuesdays and Saturdays.

Leaders
Rosemary Buckley 8759321 Phillip Darlington 924 4782
Nicola Darlington 924 4782 Bryan Jones 925 8914
Address

Basford Road Baptist Church
Basford Road

Nottingham

NG6 0JL

E-mail enquiries@basfordroadbaptist.org.uk
Website www.basfordroadbaptist.org.uk
Facebook /basfordroadbaptistchurch

Twitter @BasfordRoad




